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SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 

This is the jubilee year of Professor W. K. Brooks, and it seemed, 
therefore, to his pupils, past and present, an appropriate time to make 
some especial demonstration of the affection and esteem in which he 
is held by all of them, who include many of the leading zoologists of 
this country. Accordingly a committee, consisting of Professors 
H. H. Donaldson, W. H. Howell, E. A. Andrews, E. B. Wilson, H. V. 
Wilson, S. Watase, and T. H. Morgan, was appointed and arrange- 
ments were made to present him with a portrait. His birthday, 
March 25, was the date chosen for the presentation, which was made 
by Professor Howell in the presence of twenty-two of the subscribers 
assembled at Brightside, Professor Brooks's home near Baltimore. 
The portrait, which was painted by Mr. Thomas C. Corner, is a very 
good likeness and represents Dr. Brooks seated with an open book 
in an attitude that is very characteristic and will call to mind many 
an interesting hour in the little " seminary room " of the Biological 
Laboratory at Johns Hopkins. 

The Reception Committee of the Fourth International Congress 
of Zoology has issued a circular containing particulars with regard 
to lodgings and other accommodation at Cambridge during the meet- 
ing in August next, and giving other information as to the railway 
fares from various parts of the Continent, and other arrangements 
for the Congress. The circular is accompanied by a reply-form, to 
be filled out and returned to the Secretaries by any member of the 
Congress who wishes rooms to be taken for him. These circulars 
have been sent to all who have already informed the Reception 
Committee that they hope to be present at the meeting, and will be 
sent to other zoologists who apply to the Secretaries of the Recep- 
tion Committee, The Museums, Cambridge, England. 

At the meeting of the Council of the Boston Society of Natural 
History, April 20, it was unanimously voted to award the Grand 
Honorary Walker Prize of $1000 to Mr. Samuel Hubbard Scudder, 
of Cambridge, for his contributions to entomology, fossil and recent. 
The Walker prizes in natural history were established in 1864 and, 
in addition to the annual awards for memoirs on subjects proposed 
by a committee, provide for a Grand Honorary Prize to be given 
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not oftener than once in five years. The provisions of Dr. Walker's 
foundation allow the Council to pay "the sum of $500 for such 
scientific investigation or discovery in natural history as they may 
think deserving thereof, provided such investigation or discovery shall 
have first been made known and published in the United States of 
America, and shall have been at the time of said award made known 
and published at least one year ; if, in consequence of the extraor- 
dinary merit of any such investigation or discovery, the Council bf 
the Society shall see fit, they may award therefor the sum of $1000." 
The Grand Honorary Walker Prize was first awarded in 1873 to 
Dr. Alexander Agassiz for his investigations in the embryology, 
geographical distribution, and natural history of the echinoderms. 
Since this first award in 1873, the Grand Honorary Walker Prize has 
been given to Professors Joseph Leidy, James Hall, and James D. 
Dana. In all cases the maximum amount, $ 1000, has been given. 

Papers read at the April meeting, 1898, of the National Academy 
of Sciences : The Coral Reefs of Fiji, A. Agassiz. The Fiji Bololo, 
A. Agassiz and W. McM. Woodworth. The Acalephs of Fiji, A. 
Agassiz and A. G. Mayer. The Variation in Virulence of the Colon 
Bacillus, J. S. Billings. Biographical Memoir of Edward D. Cope, 
Theodore Gill. New Classification of Nautiloidea, Alpheus Hyatt. 
A New Spectroscope, A. A. Michelson. On the Hydrolysis of Acid 
Amides, Ira Remsen and E. E. Reid. The Question of the Existence 
of Active Oxygen, Ira Remsen and W. A. Jones. On the Product 
formed by the Action of Benzenesulphonchloride on Urea, Ira 
Remsen and J. W. Lawson. On Double Halides containing Organic 
Bases, Ira Remsen. McCrady's Gymnophthalmata of Charleston 
Harbor, W. K. Brooks. Ballistic Galvanometry with a Counter- 
twisted Torsion System, Carl Barus. A Consideration of the Condi- 
tions governing Apparatus for Astronomical Photography, Charles 
S. Hastings. The Use of Graphic Methods in Questions of Disputed 
Authorship, with an Application to the Shakespeare-Bacon Contro- 
versy, T. C. Mendenhall. A Method for obtaining a Photographic 
Record of Absorption Spectra, A. W. Wright. Theories of Latitude 
Variation, H. J. Benedict, introduced by A. Hall. Progress in the 
New Theory of the Moon's Motion, E. W. Brown, introduced by 
S. Newcomb. On the Variation of Latitude and the Aberration- 
Constant, Charles L. Doolittle, introduced by S. S. Chandler. A 
Curious Inversion in the Wave Mechanism of the Electromagnetic 
Theory of Light, Carl Barus. 
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The first of what promises to be a helpful series of guides in nature 
study has recently been issued by Mr. G. W. Carver, of the Normal 
and Industrial Institute at Tuskegee, Alabama, and, although it con- 
sists of only twelve small pages and costs but five cents, it is full of 
suggestions useful alike to teacher and pupil. 

The concluding numbers of vol. vii of the Journal of Compara- 
tive Neurology (March, 1898) contain the editorial announcement 
that with the next volume the efficiency of the journal will be greatly 
increased by the addition of a number of new collaborators, among 
whom are Dr. Adolf Meyer, Dr. B. F. Kingsbury, Prof. G. C. Huber, 
and Prof. Ludwig Edinger. The present numbers include, beside 
the usual literary notices, an article by the chief editor on Psycho- 
logical Corollaries of Modern Neurological Discoveries, Inquiries 
Regarding Current Tendencies in Neurological Nomenclature, by 
C. L. and C. J. Herrick, and a lengthy contribution on the Motor 
Nerve-Endings and on the Nerve- Endings in the Muscle-Spindles, by 
G. C. Huber and L. M. A. De Witt. 

The Psychological Index, No. 4, published under the auspices of 
The Psychological Review, contains a bibliography of the Literature 
of Psychology and Cognate Subjects for 1897. The 2465 titles are 
arranged in convenient subdivisions under eight general divisions, 
and the list is concluded with an excellent authors' index. The 
Index aims at completeness, for which it begs the cooperation of 
authors and publishers. 

The city of Geneva, Switzerland, has received the estate of 
Secheron and 300,000 francs by the will of Philippe Plantamour, and 
will probably convert the estate into a botanic garden, thus supple- 
menting the present garden behind the university. 

The bill passed by the legislature of Maryland appropriating 
$50,000 for two years for the Johns Hopkins University has but two 
faults. It appropriates too little, and the appropriation is made for 
too short a time. There is nothing which has proved such a credit 
to the state of Maryland as this university, and its present serious 
financial condition is due to the depreciation of securities which it 
bought from the state. 

Cornell University will maintain a summer school of botany this 
year from July 5 to August 15. 

Professor A. E. Verrill, of Yale, has gone to the Bermudas with a 
party of students. 
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The Ornithological Union of Vienna has disappeared as a distinct 
organization, and now forms a section of the Royal-Imperial Zoologi- 
cal-Botanical Society. The quarterly journal of the union, Die Schwalbe, 
is discontinued after twenty-four volumes. 

The Museum of Natural History of Paris has recently acquired 
the Ragonot collection of Microlepidoptera and the Berthelin collec- 
tion of fossil Foraminifera. 

We learn from Natural Science that a natural history museum is 
being established in the Vatican, geological and mineralogical collec- 
tions being already displayed. 

Bradney B. Griffin, a fellow of Columbia University, died in New 
York, March 26, aged 26. He was a promising zoologist, and had 
published articles upon the invertebrate fauna of Puget Sound and 
upon the fertilization of Thalassema. A larger paper on this same 
subject was in the printer's hands at the time of his death. 

The United States National Museum has received a second speci- 
men of the fish Acrotus willoughbyi, of the family Stromateidas. Like 
the type and only known specimen, it comes from Washington, and 
will probably supplement the information derived from the former 
incomplete specimen. The type was described as having the bones 
of the head so weak that a pull of about five pounds would pull 
off the ,head. This second specimen is stated to have the head 
mutilated. 

Mrs. Phoebe Hearst has given a building for the School of Mines 
to the University of California. The building will be fully equipped 
at her expense. 

The Belgian Academy of Science offers prizes of $120 for the best 
articles upon the following subjects : Digestion in Carnivorous 
Plants; Development of a Platode, and its bearings upon the 
question of the relations of Platodes to Enterocceles ; Do the 
Schizophytes possess a nucleus ? and if so, what is its nature and 
how does it divide ? The competition is open to all. 

Jules Marcou died in Cambridge, Mass., April 17. He was born 
in Salins, department of the Jura, April 20, 1824, studied geology, 
and in 1847 was appointed to the paleontological staff of the 
Sorbonne. In 1848 he came to the United States, where he worked 
in connection with Agassiz. 185 1 and 1852 he spent in Europe, and 
in 1855 he received the appointment of professor of geology in the 
University of Zurich. In i860 he returned again to the United 
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States, which became his home until his death, although he made 
several longer or shorter visits to Europe. He published several 
books and many shorter papers upon the geology of the United 
States. 

Sir William Turner, professor of anatomy in the University of 
Edinburg, has been elected corresponding member of the Academy 
of Sciences of Berlin. 

Lawrence Bruner, state entomologist, and professor of entomology 
in the University of Nebraska, has returned from his year spent in the 
Argentine Republic, where he has been studying the locust plague. 

The University of Nebraska will maintain a summer school this 
summer, offering eighteen courses, among them botany, zoology, 
entomology, and geology. The session will extend from June 6 
to July 16. 

Mr. E. H. Lonsdale died March 7 at Columbia, Mo. From an 
obituary sketch by Dr. C. R. Keyes in the American Geologist, we 
learn that Mr. Lonsdale was born in 1868, educated at the University 
of Missouri. He was connected at two different times with the 
geological survey of his native state and with the geological survey 
of Iowa. At the time of his death he was a member of the staff of 
the United States Geological Survey. He published several papers 
of the Geology of Missouri and Iowa, and at the time of his death 
was at work at a large report on the clays of the latter state. 

The University of Chicago has made the following appointments to 
fellowships: Anthropology, A. W. Dunn; Geology, C. E. Siebenthal, 
W. N. Logan, J. W. Finch, R. George; Zoology, H. H. Newmann, 
H. E. Davis, R. S. Lillie, M. F. Guyer, Emily R. Gregory; Neurology, 
I. Hardsty; Archaeology, Caroline L. Ransom; Botany, W. R. Smith. 

Prof. David S. Kellicott, of the University of Ohio, died at his home 
in Columbus, April 13, aged about 48 years. For several years he 
was engaged in teaching Natural History in the State Normal School 
at Buffalo, N. Y., and while there he held various offices in the 
Buffalo Society of Natural Science. In 1888 he was called to the 
chair of zoology in the Ohio State University as successor to Albert 
H. Tuttle. His work was largely in the lines of the Protozoa, fresh- 
water sponges, and the Odonata, of which he described many new 
forms. He had been elected General Secretary of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science to serve at the fiftieth 
anniversary meeting this year in Boston. 
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Prof. W. Pfeffer, of Leipzig, delivered the Croonian Lecture before 
the Royal Society, March 17, upon the nature and significance of 
functional metabolism in the plant. 

The legislature of Massachusetts has granted $200,000 this year 
to aid in the hopeless task of trying to exterminate the gypsy moth. 

Recent appointments : Dr. Charles R. Barnes, of the University of 
Wisconsin, professor of vegetable physiology in the University of 
Chicago. — Dr. W. B. Benham, of the University of Oxford, goes 
to the University of Otago, Dunedin, New Zealand, as successor to 
the late Professor Parker. — A. L. Bolk, professor of anatomy in the 
University of Amsterdam. — G. Born, professor of anatomy in the 
University of Breslau. — G. C. Bourne, lecturer on comparative 
anatomy in the University of Oxford. — Prof. Carl Chun, of Breslau, 
professor of zoology in the University of Leipzig, as successor to 
Leuckart. — H. T. Fernald, professor of zoology in State College, 
Pennsylvania, economic zoologist of Pennsylvania. — B. E. Fernow, 
chief of the Division of Forestry in the United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, director of the school of forestry in Cornell 
University. — Baron von Firks, assistant in geology in the mining 
school at Freiburg, Saxony. — Dr. Sigmund Fuchs, professor extraor- 
dinarius of physiology in the University of Vienna. — Henry Hanna, 
demonstrator of biology, geology, and paleontology in the Royal 
School of Science, Dublin. — Harold Heath, assistant professor of 
zoology in Leland Stanford University. — Dr. P. Malera, professor of 
physiological chemistry in the University of Naples. — Prof. F. Morini, 
professor of botany at Bologna. — H. W. Pearson, assistant curator 
of the herbarium of the University of Cambridge. — Cornelius L. 
Shear, of the University of Nebraska, assistant agrostologist in the 
United States Department of Agriculture. — H. W. M. Tims, professor 
of zoology in Bedford College, Bedford, England. — Dr. Warburg, 
professor of botany in the University of Berlin. 

Recent deaths : N. Alboff, Russian botanist, at La Plata. — 
Dr. Delmas, geologist, at Custries, France. — Rev. William Houghton, 
ichthyologist, at Wellington, England. — Professor Kirk, of New 
Zealand, author of important works on the flora and forestry in the 
colony. — Alfred Monod, cryptogamic botanist, aged 61. — F. W. 
Seydler, botanist, at Braunsberg, aged 80. — James Thompson, student 
of Coleoptera. — 'Dr. T. C. Winkler, curator of the Teyler museum at 
Haarlem, well known as a student of fossil vertebrates. 



